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A follow- up and round-up on some of the toughest issues facing wildlife and environment today – independent and 

apolitical. 

 

What is a forest?  

Clothed in high-rises and construction sites, the National Capital Region (NCR) also has a struggling portion of ecological 

and geological heritage – the ancient Aravalli hills. These hills contain a mosaic of scrub and forest. Forests and green 

areas here are under onslaught; what is a ‘forest’ is being heard in the National Green Tribunal.  

 More than 6,000 trees have been cut by Bharti Land (a sister company of Airtel) in 

the Aravallis near Faridabad in contravention of earlier diktats (below). 

 It is claimed trees cut are the weedy Prosopis Juliflora, but should that be a reason 

to cut down thousands of trees and erect buildings? 

 The NCR Planning Board had earlier said there should be status quo on tree-cutting 

till it is decided which parts of Aravallis are (or should be) forests. 

 Forest officers have said they are under immense pressure to de-forest in this area. 

 The decision will impact the last remaining forests of the Aravalli Hills. 

Questions: Housing projects and buildings can be made anywhere, but there is just one 

Aravallis. Would any amount of tree planting replace the still contiguous patches of Aravalli forest?  

 Several reports of human-

wildlife conflict have been in the 

press recently. Headlines read 

like: ‘One person killed by wild 

animals every day’. We need to 

question how best to portray 

these issues without sensation or 

demonizing the entire species.  

 Feedback and flagging of issues: tonehasinha@gmail.com | www.indienvironment.com | Twitter: @nehaa_sinha  

Conservation Alert: State Ganga 

‘Rejuvenation, Protection and 

Management Committees’ for Jharkhand 

and Uttar Pradesh have been formed. 

Hopefully, these committees will take up 

ecological rejuvenation—and not just 

rejuvenation of ghats and buildings! 
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